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As work begins on the U.S. Farm Bill, people
from many walks of life will turn their at-
tention toward Congress to see how the

new bill will shape up compared to previous ver-
sions. The new bill could affect farmers large
and small, consumers, agribusiness, food safety
and the environment.

Agricultural economists from the University of
Kentucky College of Agriculture are taking to
the road in March and April with a series of
public meetings, “Farm Bill, ACRE and Uni-
corns,” in which they’ll discuss what to expect
from the farm bill and the revenue support pro-
gram known as ACRE.

Aleta Botts, UK agricultural policy outreach
director, will discuss current events and expec-
tations for the next farm bill. Greg Halich, UK
assistant extension professor, will evaluate po-

tential ACRE payouts for the 2012-2013 crop
year, and Cory Walters, UK assistant professor,
will discuss lessons learned and what we can
take forward to the next farm bill from ACRE,
as well as differences with a traditional price
support program.

Meetings will be March 26 in Georgetown at
the Scott County Cooperative Extension office;
March 30 at the UK Research and Education
Center in Princeton; and April 2 in Elizabeth-
town at the Hardin County Cooperative Exten-
sion office.

All meetings will run from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
local time, and lunch will be provided. The
meetings are free and open to the public. To
make reservations, contact the local county ex-
tension office. For more information, contact
Walters at 859-257-2996 or
cgwalters@uky.edu. ∆
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